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age of eleven years old. Like many Ameri-
cans, Blake watched in horror on September 
11th as our nation faced one of the most trag-
ic days in its history. It was on that day that 
he told his parents that he wanted to help 
those people who tragically lost their lives; that 
he wanted to serve his country, that that he 
wanted to become a Marine. 

Blake always impressed his superiors in all 
of his endeavors. In high school he was a 
member of the JROTC program, rising to the 
rank of First Lieutenant. Under his leadership 
his company won the year’s Best Marching 
Company award. His JROTC service in high 
school only furthered his resolve to join the 
Marines upon graduation. 

After Marine boot camp and advanced in-
fantry training Blake was assigned to Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina where he was as-
signed as a rifleman and member of First Pla-
toon, Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 2nd Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division. His unit 
was away from North Carolina for the bulk of 
late 2009 and early 2010, on training missions 
and pre-deployment work-ups designed to pre-
pare them for the war they would soon be 
fighting. He deployed to Afghanistan in March 
2010 in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His first and only combat tour ended 
September 1, 2010. 

Two weeks ago Lance Corporal Rodgers 
came home to Georgia for the final time. 
There he was met in the small community of 
Griffin, Georgia with a procession of people 
who had come to welcome their local hero 
home. He was laid to rest on September 11th, 
a somberly fitting tribute to a man for whom 
the date had overwhelming significance. 

Lance Corporal Rodgers was a true hero 
and I ask that you join me today in saluting 
one of America’s bravest. I honor Lance Cor-
poral Rodger’s life and mourn deeply for his 
family’s loss. 
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TRIBUTE TO GEORGIE O’CONNOR 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a community 
leader, Mrs. Georgie O’Connor, on her retire-
ment after 49 years of service on the Lucia 
Mar Unified School District Board in Arroyo 
Grande, California. 

Georgie O’Connor’s family moved to Arroyo 
Grande in 1928 and she attended Orchard Av-
enue School. O’Connor and her husband Bill 
have been married for 67 years and have 
lived directly across the street from Orchard 
Avenue School, which is now Arroyo Grande 
High School, for the past 55 years, where they 
have raised four sons—Bill, Mike, Pat, and 
Casey—all of whom attended Arroyo Grande 
schools. 

Mrs. O’Connor has the distinction of holding 
tenure as the longest continually-serving 
school board member in the State of Cali-
fornia. Mrs. O’Connor was first elected to the 
Arroyo Grande Elementary School District in 
1961. In 1965 the district joined other small 
districts in the southern portion of San Luis 
Obispo County in unification and became the 
Lucia Mar Unified School District. During her 
first 15 years of board service, she was the 

only female on the board. During her tenure, 
O’Connor has seen the number of Lucia Mar 
Unified School District schools grow from 4 to 
17; expand to serve grades K–12, and an 
overall student population grow to 10,500 stu-
dents. 

Dedicated to serving her community, Mrs. 
O’Connor’s stewardship and selflessness to 
the students of Lucia Mar Unified School Dis-
trict will be sorely missed and difficult to re-
place, but her well-deserved retirement will 
give her the ability to spend more time with 
her family. I thank Mrs. O’Connor for her life-
time of board service and dedication to the 
children of Arroyo Grande and San Luis 
Obispo County. I wish her the very best in her 
future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL ALCOHOL 
AND DRUG ADDICTION MONTH 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Madam Speaker, recog-
nizing National Alcohol and Drug Addiction 
Month, 2010 drug and alcohol abuse is a 
growing problem across America, and espe-
cially in Illinois. According to the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administra-
tion, drug and alcohol abuse was found 
among 9.5 percent of our citizens ages 12 and 
older in 2008. 

Established in 1989, National Alcohol and 
Drug Addiction Recovery Month is observed 
annually every September and recognizes the 
treatment and celebration of recovery for 
those struggling with addiction diseases. This 
year’s theme, ‘‘Join the Voices for Recovery: 
Now More Than Ever!’’ calls us to unite and 
encourage drug and alcohol-free living. Treat-
ment programs, family members and neigh-
bors can all help assist those who experience 
addiction. It is with this precedent that facilities 
in my district, like Timberline Knolls Residen-
tial Treatment Center in Lemont, IL, are serv-
ing those who suffer from addiction, and are 
dedicating efforts in support of this proclama-
tion. 

By recognizing September as National Alco-
hol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, we 
reaffirm the importance of education and 
awareness of addiction problems and the im-
portant role treatment centers across America 
play in addiction recovery. 
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor October as 
Breast Cancer Awarness Month. 

Each year, Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
is a special time to celebrate how far we have 
come on the path to eliminating breast cancer, 
reflect on all we have accomplished, and re-
double our efforts for the future. 

This year is special because it marks the 
20th Anniversary of the National Breast and 

Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, 
which provides breast health services to un-
derserved women. This life-saving program 
has served more than 3.7 million women over 
the past two decades. 

We have made so much progress in the 
past year for breast cancer treatment and 
awareness. The Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act enacts meaningful reforms for 
so many Americans, but it will prove especially 
beneficial for those facing cancer. 

Through health care reform, we guaranteed 
that no longer will cancer patients face losing 
their health care at the moment treatment is 
needed most. No longer will those battling dis-
ease face the atrocious burden of lifetime or 
annual caps on their treatment. And, a provi-
sion that is not only life-changing but life-sav-
ing for all cancer survivors: no longer will any-
one be denied coverage due to a pre-existing 
condition! 

If our health care system does not work for 
cancer patients, it simply does not work at all; 
so I am so thrilled to have been able to sup-
port these vital reforms for previvors, sur-
vivors, and all American families. 

Early detection of breast cancer is a key to 
surviving the disease. We must ensure all 
women have access to affordable breast 
health services, and we must maintain our in-
vestment in innovative research to develop 
better screening tools and treatments for 
breast cancer. 

When I was diagnosed with breast cancer 
shortly after my 41st birthday, I was shocked 
to have to deal with the disease—especially 
as a relatively young woman. 

So often, young women are not aware of 
their risks, but young women can and do get 
breast cancer. 

That’s why, as soon as I was cancer-free, I 
introduced H.R. 1740—the Breast Health Edu-
cation and Awareness Requires Learning 
Young Act, or the EARLY Act, to educate 
young women about their risks, empower 
them to know their bodies and speak up about 
their health, and work together to wipe out this 
deadly disease. And, with the passage of 
Health Reform we turned the EARLY Act from 
legislation into the law of the land! 

Going forward, there is so much more work 
to be done. Every 69 seconds, somewhere in 
the world a woman dies of breast cancer— 
nearly half a million women this year alone, 
making it the leading cancer killer of women 
worldwide. Breast cancer will strike 1.3 million 
women this year alone and one in eight 
women will be diagnosed during her lifetime. 
This is simply not acceptable. 

There are 2.5 million breast cancer sur-
vivors living in the U.S. today. I am one of 
those women—living proof of the power of 
education, early detection, and the incredible 
advances in treatment of the disease. 

Today, we honor and recognize all those 
women who have won their fight against 
breast cancer, are still fighting the disease, 
those mothers, sisters, friends and wives we 
have lost, and those who work tirelessly every 
day to ensure that one day no one else will 
die from breast cancer. 

I am so grateful to all of the wonderful and 
inspiring advocacy groups who have stood 
strong as my partners in the fight against this 
cancer. 

During this special time we stand together in 
solidarity, wholly committed to increasing early 
diagnoses, saving more lives, and ultimately, 
finding a cure to wipe out this deadly disease. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF CHIEF 
EDWARD ‘‘EDDIE’’ JAGGERS 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a true hero from my district, 
Chief Duncan Edward ‘‘Eddie’’ Jaggers of 
Coats, North Carolina. Chief Jaggers has 
shown outstanding courage, selflessness and 
bravery by risking his life to protect the citi-
zens of Coats and get lawbreakers off the 
street. 

Although Chief Jaggers is a hero every day, 
one particular incident stands out. On Novem-
ber 17, 2009, Chief Jaggers went to work at 
a routine license checkpoint on North Carolina 
Highway 27 in Coats that turned out to be 
anything but routine. While checking the li-
censes of other drivers, a vehicle sped past 
the officers and through the checkpoint, lead-
ing Chief Jaggers on a high-speed car chase 
at speeds of up to 120 miles per hour. The 
suspect eventually stopped, grabbed an un-
known object from his vehicle, and headed 
deep into the woods, leading Chief Jaggers on 
a foot race to detain the suspect. Chief 
Jaggers did not hesitate to follow the suspect, 
but a tussle ensued and Chief Jaggers was 
knocked unconscious. Lieutenant Kelly Fields 
found Chief Jaggers in the woods more than 
twenty minutes later, and he was immediately 
rushed to the hospital. The suspect was later 
apprehended by the Harnett County Sherriff’s 
Office, none which would have been possible 
without the tireless pursuit and valiant actions 
of Chief Eddie Jaggers. 

I had the honor of presenting Chief Jaggers 
with the Law Enforcement Purple Heart award 
earlier this month for his actions on that fateful 
day. A combination of Chief Jagger’s excep-
tional courage and lifelong experience in law 
enforcement made it possible for him to react 
with lightning speed to protect the citizens of 
the Coats community. 

Chief Jaggers has been employed with 
North Carolina law enforcement for more than 
20 years, including tenures at the North Caro-
lina DMV, North Carolina Secretary of State, 
and currently as the Police Chief of the Town 
of Coats. He serves as an example for his fel-
low law enforcement officers and shows us all 
the meaning of true courage and bravery. 
Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me today in recognizing the heroism of Chief 
Edward ‘‘Eddie’’ Jaggers. We in North Caro-
lina are proud to call him our hometown hero. 

f 

ON THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE VIRGINIA STATE CON-
FERENCE NAACP 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Virginia State 
Conference NAACP (the Conference). During 
its state conference on October 29–31, the 
Conference will celebrate its 75th Anniversary, 
and I would like to highlight some moments 
from the history of the organization and its 
contributions to the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The Conference is celebrating its 75th Anni-
versary in the hometown of one of its found-
ers, the late Attorney Oliver W. Hill, near the 
site of the first planning meeting of the Virginia 
State Conference. The Virginia State Con-
ference NAACP was formed in 1935 at a time 
when racial inequality was permitted under the 
law. This injustice is what caused eight individ-
uals to get together to form the Virginia State 
Conference of Branches of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. Those eight people were: Sadie Wyche, 
Suffolk; Atty. Oliver W. Hill, Richmond; Jesse 
M. Tinsley, Richmond; Jewel S. Carrington, 
Halifax; Zenobia Gilpin, Richmond; J. Byron 
Hopkins, Richmond; Dr. Leon Ransome, 
NAACP National Office, and Mrs. Spencer, 
Roanoke. The group held their first planned 
meeting in Roanoke in 1935. 

Many presidents have faithfully served the 
Conference since the organization’s inception: 
J. M. Tinsley, 1935–1954; E. B. Henderson, 
1955–1956; Philip Y. Wyatt, 1957–1960; Rob-
ert D. Robertson, 1961–1962; L. Francis Grif-
fin, 1963–1967; Charles Brown, 1968–1970; 
Melford Walker, 1971–1974; Isaac Ridley, 
1975–1978; Roger Ford, 1979–1980; James 
Hicks, 1981–1982; James E. Ghee, 1983– 
1985; Charles Mangum, 1986–1988; Jack W. 
Gravely, 1988–1991; Erenest Miller from 
1991–1995; Paul C. Gillis, 1995–1997; Emmitt 
Carlton, 1997–1999; Rovenia Vaughan, 1999– 
2003; Linda Thomas, 2003–2007. Currently, 
the organization is fortunate to have as its 
president Rev. Dr. Rayfield Vines, Jr., who 
has served since 2007. 

In the Conference’s early years, J. Byron 
Hopkins, Jr., Wendell Walker and J. Thomas 
Hewing, Jr. provided legal services for the or-
ganization. In later years, an organized legal 
staff included Oliver W. Hill, Martin A. Martin, 
Samuel W. Tucker, Edwin C. Brown, Sr., 
Spotswood W. Robinson III, Robert H Cooley, 
Jr., Roland Ealey, Philip S. Walker, Rueben E. 
Lawson, W. Hale Thompson, Victor Ashe, J. 
Hugo Madison, James A. Overton, Jerry L. 
Williams, Otto L. Tucker, Ruth Harvey, Henry 
L. Marsh, III, John W. Scott, Jr., James E. 
Ghee, Dennis Montgomery, James Hume, 
Stephanie Valentine, S. Delacy Stith, Gwen-
dolyn Jones Jackson and presently, Richard 
Patrick. 

Over the years, the conference has taken 
up several initiatives to help better the lives of 
Black Americans. In conjunction with the Vir-
ginia Teachers Association, the Conference’s 
first major policy campaign was the elimination 
of the difference between the salaries paid to 
the white and Negro public school teachers, a 
difference which was later determined to be 
unlawful in Alston v. School Board of Norfolk, 
112 F.2d 992 (4th Cir. 1940). 

Starting in 1947, the Conference took up the 
cause of eliminating segregation in public 
schools by requiring school boards to face the 
expense of equalizing schools for Negro chil-
dren with schools for white children. Later, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia resolved to main-
tain racial segregation even after the United 
States Supreme Court struck down the 
premise of ‘‘separate but equal.’’ The Con-
ference was determined to help desegregate 
Virginia’s public schools. The Conference filed 
suits against school boards in 37 counties and 
15 cities or towns. 

It also fought to reopen schools in Prince 
Edward County after they avoided desegrega-
tion by closing their public schools for 5 years, 

starting in 1959. In May 1964, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the Equal Protection Clause 
of the Fourteenth Amendment did not permit 
closing schools in Prince Edward County while 
public schools were being maintained in all 
other school districts in Virginia. 

The Conference supported defendants in 
criminal cases where the case highlighted ra-
cially discriminatory practices in the justice 
system, such as racial discrimination in the 
jury selection process. 

In 1981, after several organizations chal-
lenged the redrawing of the Virginia General 
Assembly districts, the Conference supported 
the lawsuit filed in the Federal Court in Rich-
mond. The Conference helped negotiate the 
settlement which created one hundred single 
member districts. 

Madam Speaker, the Virginia State Con-
ference NAACP has been instrumental in the 
fight to eliminate of racial inequality and dis-
crimination in Virginia. However, its work is not 
yet done. Racial disparities still exist in our 
education system, our criminal justice system, 
and elsewhere in our society. As long as 
these exist, I know that the Virginia State Con-
ference NAACP will remain vigilant in its fight 
for civil rights, equality and liberty. 

As the Virginia State Conference NAACP 
gathers to celebrate 75 years, the organization 
can truly remember its past, celebrate its 
present, and focus on the future with great ex-
pectations. I would like to congratulate Rev. 
Dr. J. Rayfield Vines, Jr., President of the or-
ganization, Executive Director King Salim 
Khalfani, and all of the members of the Vir-
ginia State Conference NAACP. I wish them 
many more years of dedicated service to the 
people of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE MOBILE 
INFIRMARY MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the upcoming birthday of an impor-
tant institution in my Congressional district that 
has provided a virtual lifeline for generations 
of Mobilians and others from throughout 
Southwest Alabama. On October 21, the Mo-
bile Infirmary Medical Center will celebrate its 
100th Birthday. 

When the Mobile Infirmary first opened its 
doors in 1910, it served the public with 32 
hospital beds and four operating rooms. Its fa-
cilities have evolved with time, relocating and 
growing to 258 beds in the early 1950s. 

Today, the Mobile Infirmary Medical Center 
is the largest non-governmental, not-for-profit 
hospital in Alabama. 

With more than 700 beds and 30 operating 
rooms, the Mobile Infirmary Medical Center is 
the region’s health care leader, respected 
statewide for its specialty care and ‘‘patient- 
first’’ approach. 

The Mobile Infirmary Medical Center enjoys 
an expert reputation for the diagnosis, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of patients with cardio-
vascular disease. The facility performs more 
than 4,000 procedures in its heart catheteriza-
tion lab and more than 700 open heart sur-
geries a year, making it one of Alabama’s 
busiest cardiac care hospitals. 
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